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Synopsis

This book serves as an essential resource for library staff for metadata selection for the 
description of library resources. It introduces the Descriptive Bibliographic Frameworks 
(DBIB), a compilation of MARC 21 fields and subfields, specifically selected by the National 
Library of Sri Lanka for the catologueing of books and monographs, serial publications, and 
theses and dissertations. The guide thoroughly presents these MARC 21 fields and relevant 
examples for given formats, aiming to standardize catologueing practices across libraries. While 
the introductory sections and main content of the book are presented in English, the detailed 
DBIB frameworks are made accessible in both English and the principal local languages of Sri 
Lanka, Sinhala and Tamil, ensuring widespread usability and understanding. This publication 
is a fundamental tool for library professionals seeking to enhance their catologueing efficiency 
and accuracy.

idrdxYh

mqia;ld, iïm;a úia;r lsÍu i|yd mdro;a; f;dard .ekSu i|yd mqia;ld, ld¾huKav,h 

fjkqfjka w;HjYH iïm;la f,i fuu fmd; ms<sfh, lr we;' tu.ska fmd;a iy tal úIhsl 

lD;s" jdr iÕrd iy wkql%ñl m%ldYk iy Wmdê ksnkaOk i|yd" Y%S ,xld cd;sl mqia;ld,h 

úiska úfYaIfhka f;dard.;a MARC 21 lafIa;% iy Wm lafIa;%j, tl;=jla jk úia;rd;aul 

iQÑlrK rduq (DBIB) y÷kajd fohs' mqia;ld, iQÑlrK Ndú;hka m%ñ;s .; lsÍu wruqKq 

lr .ksñka ilia lrk ,o fuu ud¾f.damfoaYh" tla tla wdlD;sh i|yd Ndú;hg iqÿiq  

MARC 21 lafIa;% iy wod< WodyrK bÈßm;a lr we;' fmdf;a y÷kajd §fï fldgia iy 

m%Odk wka;¾.;h bx.%Sisfhka bÈßm;a lr we;s w;r" iúia;rd;aul DBIB rduq bx.%Sis iy 

Y%S ,xldfõ m%Odk foaYSh NdId jk isxy, iy fou< hk NdId foflka u olajd we;s ksid" 

th mq¿,a m%cdjla w;r Ndú;h iy wjfndaOh we;s lsÍu iy;sl lrhs' fuu m%ldYkh" ;u 

iQÑlrK ld¾hlaIu;dj iy ksrjoH;dj jeä ÈhqKq lr .ekSug wfmalaId lrk mqia;ld, 

jD;a;slhka i|yd ilia lr we;s uQ,sl fuj,uls'

RUf;fk;

E}yf tsq;fis tptuzk; nra;fpd;w NghJ Nkdpiyj;juTj; (Metadata) Nju;T 
eltbf;iffspy; E}yf Copau;fSf;F mj;jpahtrpakhd E}yf tskhf ,e;E}yhdJ 
jahupf;fg;gl;Ls;sJ. mjD}L E}y;fs;> jdp tiuG E}y;fs;> gUt ntspaPLfs;> 
Ma;twpf;iffs; kw;Wk; Ma;Tf; fl;Liufs; vd;gtw;wpw;fhf ,yq;ifj; Njrpa E}
yfj;jpdhy; tpNrlkhf njupT nra;ag;gl;l MARC 21 Gyq;fs;; kw;Wk; cgGyq;fs; 
vd;gtw;wpd; njhFg;ghd tptuz E}y;tptuf; fl;likg;G (DBIB) mwpKfg;gLj;jg;gl;ls;sJ. 
E}yf gl;bayhf;fy; eltbf;iffis juhjug;gLj;Jk; Nehf;fpy; jahupf;fgl;Ls;s 
,t;topfhl;bahdJ xt;nthU  Mtz tbtj;Jf;Fk; Vw;wthW cgNahfpf;Fk; tifapy; 
MARC 21 Gyk; kw;Wk; mtw;wpw;fhd cjhuzk; vd;gd jug;gl;Ls;sd. E}ypd; mwpKfg; 
gFjp kw;Wk; gpujhd cs;slf;fk; Mq;fpyj;jpy; jug;gl;Ls;sJld;> tpsf;fkhd DBIB 
Mq;fpyk; kw;Wk; ,yq;ifapd; gpujhd Njrpa nkhopfshd rpq;fsk; kw;Wk; jkpopy; 
toq;fg;gl;Ls;sjhy; mJ rhjhuz nghJ kf;fshy; tpsq;fp gad;gLj;j KbAkhf 
cs;sJ. ,t;ntspaPlhdJ jkJ gl;bayhf;f eltbf;iffis tpidjpwdhfTk;> 
Js;spakhfTk; mgptpUj;jp nra;a cj;Njrpf;fpd;w E}yf njhopy; rhu;e;jtu;fSf;fhf 
jahupf;fg;gl;Ls;s xU mbg;gil %ykhFk;. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN
 

The DBIB framework serves as a targeted resource for descriptive cataloging of bibliographic 
records, focusing specifically on essential MARC 21 tags revised up to August 2022. 
Developed by the National Library of Sri Lanka (NLSL), this framework acknowledges the 
predominant presence of school and public libraries, catering to their needs without exceeding 
their expectations. It emphasizes commonly used tags to ensure practicality and accessibility, 
omitting indicators initially to reduce complexity for users unfamiliar with MARC 21.

Efforts were made to maintain impartiality towards specific software or cataloging rules, 
although the prevalence of the Koha Integrated Library Management System (ILMS) in 
Sri Lanka may inadvertently reflect in the framework's usability. However, libraries with 
specialized requirements, such as academic and special libraries, are encouraged to adapt 
the framework to suit their needs by incorporating additional fields or utilizing indicators 
for extended functionality. The decision to customize the framework lies with the heads of 
respective institutions. 

I express my gratitude to Dr. Ruwan Gamage, Convener of the DBIB committee, and the other 
esteemed experts who dedicated their valuable contributions and expertise to ensure the success 
of this endeavour. Acknowledgments extend to Mrs. Padma Bandaranayake, Director National 
Library and Documentation Centre; Mr. Maithree Jayasundara, Deputy Director; Mrs. Anoma 
Wijesinghe, Deputy Director; Mr. Chaminda Himesh De Silva, Assistant Director; Mr. M. S. 
M. Shiham, Library and Documentation Officer; Mrs. Kamalangani Subasinghe, Assistant 
Director; Mr. Chandana Senevirathne; and Mrs. Vijani Rodrigo, along with other staff of the 
Bibliographic Control Division of the NLDSB for their contributions.

This publication marks the first national-level release of a MARC 21 framework in Sri Lanka, 
catering to the demands of library professionals, scholars, and students in the field of Library 
and Information Sciences.  

PROF. NANDA DHARMARATHNA

Chairman,  
National Library and Documentation Services Board
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MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR GENERAL

The National Library and Documentation Services Board, as with national libraries worldwide, 
maintains several national-level bibliographic control services. Among these services is the 
Descriptive Bibliographic Framework (DBIB), a selected list of MARC 21 tags recommended 
by the National Library of Sri Lanka (NLSL) for entering cataloguing metadata. Prepared by 
the Bibliographic Control Division of NLSL in collaboration with subject experts in Sri Lanka, 
these frameworks are intended to be quasi-standards, allowing individual libraries the flexibility 
to adopt them as suitable. Libraries have the freedom to use additional MARC tags, omit 
specified tags with justification, or repurpose tags for different purposes if beneficial, though 
adherence to the recommended list promotes compatibility, consistency, and interoperability. 

This collaborative effort between the NLSL and experts in Library and Information Sciences 
from academia and industry represents a valuable resource for scholars and students seeking 
information on this topic. 

I am grateful to Dr. Ruwan Gamage, Convener of the DBIB committee and other experts 
who served in the committee for their invaluable contribution and expertise to make this a 
success. Acknowledgments are due to Mrs. Padma Bandaranayake, Director of the National 
Library and Documentation Centre; Mr. Maithree Jayasundara, Deputy Director; Mrs. Anoma 
Wijesinghe, Deputy Director; Mr. Chaminda Himesh De Silva, Assistant Director; Mr. M. 
S. M. Shiham, Library and Documentation Officer; Mrs. Kamalangani Subasinghe, Assitant 
Director; Mr. Chandana Senevirathne; Mrs. Vijani Rodrigo; and other staff of the Bibliographic 
Control Division for their invaluable support in completing this publication.

W. SUNIL

Director General  
National Library and Documentation Services Board





xi

MARC 21  Descriptive Bibliographic Framework (DBIB)

MESSAGE FROM THE CONVENER 

OF THE COMMITTEE

The 2024 edition of the DBIB Framework for Books  and Monographs, Serials Publications, 
and Theses and Dissertations marks an update from its initial 2020 introduction and subsequent 
standalone frameworks. Following the debut of the original framework, the National Library of 
Sri Lanka (NLSL) was approached by library personnel and experts, prompting the consideration 
of various amendments. The team organized four follow-up meetings to meticulously review 
and, where deemed appropriate, integrate proposed modifications into the document. 

I extend my gratitude to Prof. Nanda Dharmarathna, Chairman of NLSL; Mr. W. Sunil, Director 
General of NLSL; and Mrs. Padma Bandaranayake, Director of NLSL, for their invaluable 
support and guidance. The dedication of Mr. Sonala Gunawardana, the former Chairman, 
alongside the Senior Administration team and all staff of the National Library of Sri Lanka, had 
been instrumental in recognizing the need for and supporting the advancement of this project.

Special appreciation is directed towards Mr. N. S. Hettiarachchi (Librarian, National Institute 
of Plantations Management), Mr. N. Ravikumar (Senior Assistant Librarian, Eastern University 
of Sri Lanka), Mr. A.D. Buddhin Kumara (Senior Assistant Librarian, University of Moratuwa), 
and Mr. S. Katheeswaran (Senior Assistant Librarian, University of Jaffna) for their priceless 
recommendations provided both in written form and during a focal group discussion hosted by 
the NLSL.

I am also thankful to the members of the advisory committee and the Bibliographic Control 
Division staff at the NLSL for their ongoing support. Mrs. Anoma Wijesinghe, the former head 
of the Bibliographic Control Division at NLSL, has been a pillar of strength for this project. 
Similarly, the enthusiasm and efficiency of Mr. Maithree Jayasundara, the current Head of 
the Bibliographic Control Division, are commendable. Additionally, Mr. Harsha Balasooriya 
from the Library, Open University of Sri Lanka, deserves recognition for his role advisory 
committee member during the early stages of development.   

DR. RUWAN GAMAGE

Convener of the DBIB Committee
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DBIB PROJECT

Automation of libraries has become an administrative requirement of all libraries. Library 
catalogues are increasingly using standard protocols for data entry, for easy sharing of 
bibliographic records. The Machine-Readable Catologueing (MARC 21) Standard has thus 
acquired greater importance in this context. 

Usually, a separate MARC record is created for each bibliographic entity. Theoretically, 999 
MARC tags can be used in a record. However, research has shown that many institutions use 
less than 30 tags per catologues record for any format1. Therefore, catologuesers may find it 
difficult to decide which tags to use. Not having a national consensus in this regard may lead to 
problems in National Union Catologues. 

Descriptive Bibliographic Framework (DBIB) is a select list of MARC 21 tags recommended 
by the National Library of Sri Lanka (NLSL) for entering catologueing metadata. It was 
prepared by the Bibliographic Control Division of NLSL along with a group of subject experts 
in Sri Lanka. 

We would like these frameworks to be termed quasi-standards, which can be adopted by 
individual libraries as suitable for them. An institution has the freedom to use additional 
MARC tags or omit tags specified here if that can be fairly justified. Also, an institution can 
use a particular tag for a different purpose if that is more beneficial for the institution. Having 
said that, the NLSL wishes to reiterate the fact that entering data using the recommended list 
will help to achieve compatibility, consistency, and interoperability.

This work is a joint product of the NLSL and experts in Library and Information Science from 
academia and industry. 

The goal and objectives of the project

Our goal is to facilitate data sharing at the national level, making way for a distributed union 
catologues application. 

The DBIB project intends to complete the following objectives in achieving the above goal.

1. To provide a ‘field selection guide'for libraries lacking manpower with adequate 
knowledge on MARC.

2. To maintain uniformity in bibliographic records in libraries in Sri Lanka.

3. To encourage all automated libraries to use the recommended framework for 
bibliographic data entry. 

4. To facilitate collaboration and data sharing among libraries. 

1 K. Smith-Yoshimura, C. Argus, T. J. Dickey, C. C. Naun, L. R. de Ortiz, and H. Taylor, Implications of 
 MARC Tag Usage on Library Metadata Practices, OCLC Online Computer Library Center, Inc.  
 Retrieved, May 14, 2014. 2010. 



2

National Library & Documentation Services Board

Guiding principles, scope of use and practical implications

The committee ensured that the 8 areas of description proposed by the International Standard 
Bibliographic Description (General) – ISBD (G) are covered by the framework. 

As many software systems that are used to automate library catologues are based on MARC 
standard for bibliographic description, we have built the framework on the foundation of 
MARC 21 standard. 

However, DBIB is neither a guideline for catologuing in its broader sense, nor a complete 
guide to MARC 21. It only covers essential MARC 21 tags,2 (revised up to December 2023) 
used for descriptive catologuing of bibliographic records. A brief description of MARC 21 
structure as relevant to this document is available in the next section. Some examples for data 
input are available in at the end of each framework.

Also, the NLSL considered the fact that 90% of libraries in Sri Lanka are School and Public 
Libraries3, and that this framework should not go beyond their expectations. Thus, it mainly 
focused on commonly used tags in the current context. In addition, ‘indicators'– a main 
component of a MARC 21 field – were not mentioned in this document to make DBIB less 
complex. There is a possibility that indicators would be used after DBIB is familiar to the user 
community.

There was no intention of the committee to be biased for a particular software or a catologuing 
rule. If any bias is evident (for example, Koha ILMS), that is a result of the efforts taken for 
making the framework usable and useful for a larger community of users. ‘Koha' is the free and 
open source library automation application used by a majority of libraries in Sri Lanka.

Libraries with special requirements, such as Academic and Special libraries, may alter the 
framework adjusting to their needs. This could either using additional fields or use of 
‘indicators'for extending functionality. In addition, there can be instances when such libraries 
also need to use DBIB for rapid catologueing, collaboration etc. Such decisions can be taken 
by the heads of respective institutions. 

NLSL assumes that libraries with special requirements already have expertise to customize 
systems according to their requirements. Catologuers, systems librarians and system developers 
for libraries in Sri Lanka are advised to integrate the tags identified by the framework into their 
default data entry worksheets. To support administrators, the NLSL has made a downloadable 
DBIB fast add framework file available on its Web site.

It should also be noted that the libraries currently using a particular tag for a specific designator 
need not modify records in retrospect. However, they are advised to use the new tag/s from a 
given date after properly recording in administrative documents. 

2MARC 21 Format for Bibliographic Data (www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/)
3Statistical handbook on Libraries in Sri Lanka. National Library and Documentation Services Board of  Sri Lanka, 
2018. [Online]. Available: http://www.natlib.lk/pdf/StatLib2018.pdf
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Future updates

This book describes the latest revisions of three Descriptive Bibliographic Frameworks. There 
will be future updates as the need arises. Frameworks for other formats also will be introduced 
in due course. 

All users are invited to report issues and propose further modifications to the Bibliographic 
Control Division of the NLSL (Address: Bibliographic Control Division, National Library of 
Sri Lanka, No. 14, Independence Ave, Colombo 07 ; email:  biblio@mail.natlib.lk). 

Disclaimer

The information contained here is provided for achieving the objectives of uniformity and 
standardization. However, it is the responsibility of the user to adapt the framework to his/
her own requirements. The National Library of Sri Lanka (NLSL) or the professionals 
involved in this task assume no responsibility or liability for any damages caused whatsoever.  
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                      STRUCTURE OF MARC 21 RECORDS  STRUCTURE OF 
MARC 21

A  human readable catalogue entry from a traditional catalogue card looks like the one  
given below.

   Fig. 1 A traditional catalogue entry (card)

The Machine Readable Catologues (MARC) standard was developed since computerized cato-
logues cannot read or search the above unstructured data elements (for example Author, Title 
etc.). Structured data is easily searchable in a database. Therefore, a MARC record usually 
looks like the one given below (See fig.2). It's organized into fields – one field for a specific 
data element.

020 $a9786245747078

040 $beng

082 $a020.72  
 $b223  

111 $alntemational research conference (2nd : 8th Sep., 2023 : Colombo)

245 $aproceedings : 

 $b: transformation of libraries in the digital era.

260 $aColombo :  SbNational Libraiy and Documentation Services Board. $c2023.

300 $axxv,92 p. ;  $c25 cm.  $bAd-Bc : Unpriced

650 $aLibrary science - Congresses Salnformation science - Congresses

  Fig. 2 A MARC data of the same catalogue  entry

As you may have noticed, a data field in a MARC record is identified by a three-digit tag. It is 
then divided into subfields to enable more details to be entered, and to make them even more 
structured. 

Sometimes an indicator is given for further control. It is signified by two digits. If an indicator 
is undefined for the tag, in place of a ‘blank space'a hash character (#) is displayed4. 

4 However, to make this framework less complex, indicators are omitted from descriptions and examples  in this  
document.

International Research Conference (2nd : 8th Sep., 2023 : Colombo)  
Proceedings : transformation of libraries in the digital era. - 
Colombo : National Library and Documentation Services Board, 2023.

 xxv,92 p.; 25 cm.

 ISBN 978-624-5747-07-8

 1. 020.72 DDC23

 1. Library science-Congresses
 2. Information science-Congresses
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The structure of a MARC 21 record with the above elements has been given below.

Fig .3. Structure of a MARC 21 data record

A subfield is denoted by a delimiter (eg: $) and a data element identifier (eg: a). Several subfields 
can be present in a single field. See the example given below. Here, both the title (subfield ‘a') 
and the sub-title (sub field ‘b') are in one field (tag 245). 

245 $aEnglish know how $bstudent book 1
Fig. 4. Several subfields being listed under the same tag. 

Although this format can be observed in MARC 21 files, in entering data into an automated 
system, you may need to input values into different lines of tags. See Fig. 6 for an example.

Another important aspect of the MARC standard is whether a field or subfield is repeatable 
or not. 

If a tag can appear more than once in a single bibliographic record, the tag is repeatable ®. If it 
can only be used once, it is labeled non-repeatable (NR). See the example given below. 

A resource may have several authors, but it has only one ‘Main Entry'per catologues record. 
Therefore, tag 100 (Main Entry-Personal name) is not repeatable (NR). For a multiple 
contributor work, the catologueser first enters the Main Entry (100, 110, 111, or 130) and adds 
multiple fields of added entries (tag 700). Therefore, field ‘700'is repeatable. Figure 5 presents 
part of the record of ‘Rekava'Sinhala movie.

  100 $aPeiris, Lester James

  700 $aPeiris, Lester James $eScreenwriter $eDirector $eProducer

  700 $aBlake, William $eCinematographer

Fig. 5. Display of a repeatable field on a MARC 21 file.
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The concept of repeatability applies to sub fields as well. 

You may notice that in fig.5, the subfield ‘700 $e'(Relator term) is repeatable even within the 
field. Lester James Peiris was the Screenwriter, Director, and Producer. All these relationships 
can be displayed in the same field. 

MARC 21 is a detailed Standard. Therefore, the catologueser should have a good understand-
ing on the whole system to get the maximum benefit. 

Fig.6. A screen shot of a data entry worksheet of the 

Koha integrated library management system. Note the way the sub fields are organized.

You may use the following sources for detailed descriptions of the MARC 21 standard. 

B. Furrie, “Understanding MARC Bibliographic: Machine-Readable Catologuesing." 
Network Development and MARC Standards Office, Library of Congress, 2009. 
[Online]. Available: https://www.loc.gov/marc/umb/

Library of Congress, “MARC 21 Format for Bibliographic Data." Network Development 
and MARC Standards Office, Library of Congress, 2019. [Online]. Available: https://
www.loc.gov/marc/bibliographic/

To further assist the user of this framework, we have given several examples for different types 
of entries in Annexes for English, Sinhala, and Tamil medium resources. The Dewey Decimal 
Classification System (DDC) has been used in all these examples, thus, using the tag 082. 
However, those libraries using other classification systems may use the appropriate tag number 
for entering class numbers. 
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SELECTED MARC 21 FIELDS FOR DBIB FRAMEWORKS

This volume provides frameworks for Books and Monographs (BM), Serial Publications (SP), 
and Theses and Dissertations (TD). 

According to the ALA Glossary5, ‘monographs'are non-serial materials complete in one part 
or intended to be completed within a finite number of parts. It includes reference materials, 
fiction, book series, reports, conference proceedings etc. A Serial is a publication issued in suc-
cessive parts bearing numerical or chronological designations and intended to be continued in-
definitely. Serials include periodicals, newspapers, annuals (reports, yearbooks, etc.), journals, 
memoirs, proceedings, transactions, etc., of societies, and numbered monographic series. A 
thesis or a dissertation is a document prepared as a condition for awarding a degree or diploma 
(although the meaning of thesis and dissertation vary in different contexts). Frameworks for 
articles, book chapters and manuscripts, Ola leaf books, and other formats will be subsequently 
compiled.

These frameworks have been prepared broadly and apply to print, electronic, online, and other 
formats of packaging and presentation. 

DBIB lists handpicked MARC fields and sub-fields. Their tags and designators in English and 
local languages (shadow translated into Sinhala and Tamil) have also been presented in these 
frameworks. Indicators were ignored to make the framework less complex in this version. 
Specific instructions on using fields/sub-fields have been given as footnotes where necessary. 
Whether the field is repeatable (R) or not repeatable (NR) is also given for information. 

Table 1: Selected MARC 21 tags for Books and Monographs (BM), Serial Publications 
(SP), and Theses and Dissertations (TD).

5M. Levine-Clark, T. M. Carter, and American Library Association, ALA glossary of library and  information science. 
Chicago, 2013.
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EXAMPLES ENTRIES FOR BOOKS AND MONOGRAPHS

Examples for English medium library materials

Example 1: A monograph with a single author 

020  $a9789550762354
040  $aNL$beng
041  $aeng$heng
082  $a808.0663$bUYA$223
100  $aUyangoda, Jayadewa 
245  $aWriting research proposals in the social sciences and humanities :      
        $bA theoretical and practical guide / $cJayadewa Uyangoda. 
260  $aColombo : $bSocial Scientists’ Association, $c2015
300  $a152 p. ; $c 23cm 
650  $aSocial science -Research 
650  $aProposal writing in the social sciences

Example 2: A monograph with three authors 

020  $a8176490369
040  $aNL$beng
041  $aeng$heng
082  $a577$bMAC$223 
100  $aMackenzie, A.
245  $aInstant notes in ecology /$cA. Mackenzie , A.S. Ball and S.R. Verdee.
250  $a2nd ed.
260  $aNew Delhi: $aViva Books, $c1999
300  $a750 p.; $b21 cm
650  $aEcology 
700  $aBall, A.S. 
700  $aVerdee, S.R. 
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Example 3: A monograph with more than three authors  

020  $a9788131518342
040  $aNL $beng
041  $aeng $heng
082  $a658.4$bINT$223
245  $aAn introduction to management science: 

$bqualitative approaches to decision making / $cDavid R. Anderson… [et al.].
250  $a13th ed.
260  $aAndover: $aCengage Learning, $c2011
300  $a250 p.; $b26 cm
650  $aPersonnel management 
700  $aAnderson, David R.Seco author 
700  $aSweeney, Dennis J. Seco author
700  $aWilliams, Thomas A. Seco author 
700  $aMartin, Kip Seco author

Example 4: Mixed authorship 

020  $a9552400945
040  $aNL$beng
041  $aeng $beng
082  $a294.34$bPAN$223
100  $aPandita, Sayadaw U.
245  $aIn this very life :$bthe liberation teaching of the Buddha / 

$cSayadaw U. Pandita  ; translated by Venerable U. Aggacitta ; edited by Kate Wheel-er. 
260  $aKandy :$bBuddhist Publication Society,$c1991
300  $a234 p. ;$c21 cm
650  $aBuddhism  
700  $aVenrable Aggacitta, U.$etrns.
700  $aWheeler, Kate $eed.

Example 5: Cooperate author 

020  $a9789555753623
040  $aNL$beng
041  $aeng$beng
082  $a354.8606$bCEN$223 
110  $aCentral Bank of Sri Lanka
245  $aAnnual report 2017.
260  $aColombo :$bCentral Bank of Sri Lanka ,$c2018
300  $a[504] p. ; $c27 cm
650  $aBanks and Banking, Central-Sri Lanka-Periodicals
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Examples for Sinhala medium library materials
Example 1 : Book with a single author  

020  $a9789553047434
040  $aNL$bsin
041  $asin$hsin
082  $a891.48$bw,j$223 
100  $a w,j;a;f.a" fma%uodi Y%S

245  $aisxy, idys;H .%ka: jxYh: $b idys;Huh m%fõYhla / $c fma%uodi Y%S w,j;a;f.a'

250  $a2 jk සංස.් 
260  $afld<U : $b weia' f.dvf.a, $c2014.
300  $ams'195 : Ñ;% ; $c fi'ñ'23.
490  $aisxy, idys;H ud,d ; $v3
650  $aisxy, idys;Hය
650  $aisxy, idys;Hය-ඉතිහාසය
 

Example 2 : Book with three authors   

020  $a9552051932
040  $aNL$bsin
041  $asin$hsin
082  $a491.48$blreKd$223 
100  $alreKd;s,l" ví,sõ' tia'

245  $a jd.a úoHd m%fõYh : $b Yío úoHdj" YíÈu úpdrh yd mo úpdrh /
$cví,sõ'tia'lreKd;s,l, r;ak úfÊ;=x. iy wd¾'tï'ví,sõ'rdcmlaI'

260  $afld<U : $aweia' f.dvf.a $c2004.
300  $ams' 225 ; $bfi'ñ' 22. 
650  $ajd.a úoHdj

700  $aúfÊ;=x., r;ak$eiu l¾;D

700  $ardcmlaI, wd¾'tï'ví,sõ'$eiu l¾;D

Example 3 : Book with more than three authors   

020  $a9556522344
040  $aNL$bsin
041  $asin$hsin
082  $a658.1$bසංú$223
245  $aixúOdk p¾hdj= $bOrganizational behavior /

$chQ'î'rdukdhl…[iy ;j;a wh]. 
260  $a uq,af,aßhdj : $a úfÊiqßh .%ka: flakaøh, $c2005
300  $ams' 525 ; $bfi'ñ' 23.
650  $aixúOdk p¾hdj

700  $ardukdhl, hQ'î'$eiu l¾;D

700  $al=udrisxy" mS'tï'ta'pkaø$eiu l¾;D

700  $a.=K;s,l" mS'ã'tÉ'ã.$eiu l¾;D
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700  $a lreKdkdhl" Ô'mS'$eiu l¾;D

Example 4 : Book with mixed authorship 

020  $a9789553124869
040  $aNL$bsin
041  $asin$beng
082  $a305.26$b.eïn$222 
100  $a.eïn¾â" ñI,a rE;a

245  $aine÷Kq cSú; / $cñI,a rE;a .eïn¾â'       
260  $akqf.af.dv :$biriú m%ldYlfhda, $c2021
300  $ams' 224 ;$cfi'ñ' 21
500  $a"Linked lives" lD;sfha

650 $ajfhdajDoaO foudmshka-Y%S ,xldj

650 $ajeäysá i;aldrh-wd.ñl oDIaáh-Y%S ,xldj

700  $ardcmlaI" iaj¾Kldka; $emß' 

Example 5 : Book with corporate author 

020  $a9789555753661
040  $aNL $bsin
041  $asin$bsin
082  $a354.8606$bY%S,x$223
110  $aY%S ,xld uy nexl=j

245  $ajd¾Isl jd¾;dj 2017. $cY%S ,xld uy nexl=j

260  $afld<U : $bY%S ලංකා මහ බැංl=ව, $c2017
300  $ams'[581] ; $cfi'ñ' 26
650  $anexl= iy nexl=lrKh" uOHu - Y%S ,xldj - jdr m%ldYk
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Examples for Tamil medium library materials 
Example 1 : A monograph with a single author 

020  $a9789554699632 
040  $aNL$btam
041  $atam$btam
082  $a372.21071372$b`]d;$222 
100  $a`]d;> vk;.vr;.vk;. 

245  $aKd;gs;spf; fy;tp : $bfiyj; jpl;lKk; topfhl;lYk; /  vk;.vr;.vk;.`]d;

250  $a2k; gjp. 
260  $anfhOk;G : $b,];yhkpf; Gf; `T];$c2016.
300  $ag.v, 129 : $btiuglk; ;$cr.kP. 21. 
490  $arpWtu; ntspaPl;Lj; njhlu; ;$v ,y. 6
500  $aKd;gs;sp Mrpupau;fSf;fhd topfhl;b E}y;

650  $afy;tp> Kd;gs;spf; fy;tp – fiyj;jpl;lk;

Example 2 : A monograph with three authors ( )

020  $a9789551040871 
040  $aNL $btam
041  $atam $htam
082  $a370.95493072$bIdjP $223 

100  $aIdjPd;> ghr]pj; gh\j;

245  $a tTdpah kw;Wk; Ky;iyj;jPT fy;tp tyaq;fspy; ,ytr fy;tp toq;fspy; Fb-
kf;fs; kjpg;gPl;L ml;il / $cghr]pj; IdjPd;> Nkfyh kfpo;uh[; rf Fyrghehjd; 
nuhNk\d; $ag.VII, 62 ; $b r.kP. 29. .

650  $afy;tp - ,yq;if - Muha;r;rp 

700  $akfpo;uh[h> Nkfyh 

700  $anuhNk\d> Fyrghehjd; 
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Example 3 : A monograph with more than three authors 

020  $a9789550585366 
040  $aNL $btam
041  $atam $htam
082  $a612.14$bjahyp $223

245  $arpj;j kUj;Jtj;jpy; ehb  /$cjp. jahypdp ... [VidNahu;] 

260  $a aho;g;ghzk; : $a aho;g;ghzg; gy;fiyf;fofk;. rpj;j kUj;Jt myF, 
aho;g;ghzg; gy;fiyf;fofk;. rpj;j kUj;Jt myF , $c 2020

300  $ag. vi, 155 ; $br.kP. 21. 
490  $a rpj;j kUj;Jt ntspaPL ; $v,y. 02
650  $aghuk;gupa kUj;Jtk;
653  $arpj;j kUj;Jtk;
653  $aehb kUj;Jtk;
700  $ajahypdp> jp.
700  $atpj;jpah> kp. gp. 
700  $anfsuPju;ru;kh> r.
700  $arhhuzpah> jp.

700  $aitfiy> jp.

Example 4 : Mixed authorship 
020  $a 9789559200055
040  $aNL$btam
041  $atam$btam
082  $a362.18$bm];up $223 

100  $m];upd;> khf;nul;

245  $aKjYjtp ifNaL /$c khf;nul; m];upd; rf 

vk;. rp. frpyh jpyfrpup; gjp. kbfh\; Mgp]; ; 

nkhop. rkutPu gu;tpd; … [VidNahu;] 

260  $nfhOk;G :$Gdpj [hd; Mk;Gyd;]; rq;fk; kw;Wk; gilg;gpupT, $c2018.
300  $aப. 178 ;$cr.kP. 21.
650  $KjYjtp

650  $akUj;Jtk;
700  $ajpyfrpup> vk;.rp.frpyh$egjp.
700  $aMgp];> kbfh\; $egjp.
700  $agu;tpd; rkutPu $enkhop.
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Example 5 : Corporate author 

020  $a9789550814213
040  $aNL$btam
041  $atam$htam
082  $a354.8606$b,yq;$223
110  $a,yq;if kj;jpa tq;fp

245  $aMz;lwpf;if : $b2017 /$c,yq;if kj;jpa tq;fp 

 
260  $anfhOk;G : $,yq;if kj;jpa tq;fp, $c2017
300  $ag. [xiv],411. ;$b r.kP. 29.
650  $atq;fp kw;wk; tq;fpapay;> kj;jpa- ,yq;if-gUt ,jo;fs;





Serial Publications
jdr m%ldYk  

gUt ntspaPLfs;
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EXAMPLE ENTRIES FOR SERIAL PUBLICATIONS

Examples for English medium library materials

Example 1 : A Journal 

022  $a25132814
040  $aNL$beng
041  $aeng$heng
082  $a505$223
245  $aCeylon Journal of Science     
260  $aPeradeniya : $bUniversity of Peradeniya. Faculty of Science, $c2016
300  $a152 p. ; $c29 cm.
362 $aVol. 48, No. 4 (Dec., 2019)
650  $aScience-Periodicals

Example 2 : A Magazine - Open 

040  $aNL$beng
041  $aeng$heng
082  $a305.2605 $223
245  $aSunrise
260  $aColombo : $bSunrise Senior Foundation, $c2022.
300  $a152 p. ; $c30 cm. 
362 $aVol. 06, No. 01 (May-Jun, 2022)
650  $aElder person-Periodicals

Example 3 : A Magazine - Closed 

022  $a18002617
040  $aNL$beng
041  $aeng$heng
082  $a305.405 $223
245  $aLanka Woman
260  $aColombo : $bWijaya Newspapers Ltd., $c2022.
300  $a66 p. ; $c31 cm. 
362 $aVol. 16, No. 05 (May, 2022)
650  $aWomen-Periodicals
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Examples for Sinhala medium library materials

Example 1: Magazine  

022  $a13915029
040  $aNL$bsin
041  $asin$hsin
082  $a004.05$23 
245  $aúch mß.Kl
260  $afld<U : $búch ksjqiafmam¾ia ,sñgâ, $c2022.
300  $aපි.40 ; $cfi'ñ. 26
362 $aජූනි" 2022
650  $amß.Kl úoHdj-jdßl m%ldYk

Example 2: Magazine  - Open

022  $a13915029
040  $aNL$bsin
041  $asin$hsin
082  $a004.05$23 
245  $aúch mß.Kl

260  $afld<U : $búch ksjqiafmam¾ia ,sñgâ, $c2022
300  $aපි. 40 ; $cfi'ñ' 26
362 $aජූන"ි 2022
650  $amß.Kl úoHdj-jdßl m%ldYk

Example 3: Magazine  - Closed

022  $a25132326
040  $aNL$bsin
041  $asin$hsin
082  $a618.05$23 
245  $awdorŒh wïñ= $bFor blooming moms
260  $afld<U : $b iSudiys; m%skaÜ nqla ^mqoa& iud.u, $c2016
300  $aපි.40 ; $cfi'ñ' 26
362 $aජූනි" 2022
650  $akdßfõoh-jdßl m%ldYk
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Examples for Tamil medium library materials

Example 1: A Journal 

022  $a2719244X
040  $aNL$btam
041  $atam$htam
082  $a894.81105$223 
245  $agy;fiy

260  $aNguhjid : $bfiyg;gPlk;. Nguhjidg; gy;fiyf;fofk; $c2023
300  $ag. 149 ; $cr.kP. 26
362 $njhFjp 11> ,jo; 1 ([{d;> 2023)
650  $jkpo; ,yf;fpak;-gUt ,jo;fs;

Example 2 : A Magazine - Open 

022  $a20125143
040  $aNL$btam
041  $atam$htam
082  $a133.505 $23 
245  $a NrhjplNfrup
260  $anfhOk;G : $bvf;];gpu]; epA];Nggu;]; rpNyhd; gpiu. ypkp.>  $c2020
300  $ag. 98 ; $cr.kP. 26
362 $kyu; 12> ,jo; ([dtup> 2020)
650  $Nrhjplk;-gUt ,jo;fs;

Example 3 : A Magazine - Closed 

022  $a1391460X
040  $aNL$btam
041  $atam$htam
082  $a297.05$23 
245  $a my;`]dhj;

260  $anfhOk;G : $b,yq;if [khmNj ,];yhkp> $c2019
300  $ag. 48  ; $cr.kP. 28.
362 $kyu; 45> ,jo; 12 (brk;gu;> 2019)
650  $,];yhk;-gUt ,jo;fs;



Theses and Dissertations 
mYapd;a Wmdê ksnkaOk

Ma;twpf;iffs; kw;Wk; Ma;Tf; fl;Liufs;
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EXAMPLE ENTRIES FOR THESES AND DISSERTATIONS

Examples for English Medium Library Materials
1. Thesis with one supervisor 

041  $aeng

082  $a027.407205493$bAMA$223

100  $aAmarasiri, G.D.

245  $aA review of public library resources and services in Sri Lanka/$cG.D. Amarasiri 

300  $axii,365 p.;$c30 cm+$eQuestionnaire

502  $bPh.D.$cUniversity of Kelaniya$d2018$0FGS/03/02/05/2007/01

506  $aFull text available at the NLDSB

520  $aSri Lanka's public library resources and services offer a commendable platform 
for knowledge dissemination and cultural enrichment. These libraries serve as hubs 
for learning, providing a wide range of books, periodicals, and digital resources to 
cater to the diverse interests of the population. They actively promote literacy and 
education, playing a pivotal role in fostering a reading culture among children and 
adults alike. Besides traditional resources, libraries also offer modern amenities 
like computer facilities and internet access, bridging the digital divide. Community-
oriented programs and events further enhance their value by encouraging social 
interaction and collaboration. Overall, Sri Lanka's public libraries play a crucial role 
in empowering individuals and strengthening the collective intellect of the nation.

650  $aPublic libraries-Research-Sri Lanka 

653  $aLibraries

653  $aDigital resources

653  $aInformation science

700  $aSatija, M.P.$cProf.$eSupervisor 

710  $aUniversity of Kelaniya.$bDepartment of Library and Information Scien
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2. Thesis with two supervisors 

041  $aeng

082  $a025.3132$bWAN$223

100  $aWanigasooriya, P.

245  $aEffectiveness of Online Public Access Catalogues(OPACs) in fulfilling users bibli-
ographical information needs in university libraries in Sri Lanka/$cP.Wanigasooriya 

300  $axii,362p .;$c30 cm+$eQuestionnaire

502  $bMSSc.$cUniversity of Kelaniya$d2009$0FGS/L/MSSc/01

506  $aAbstract available at the NLDSB

520  $cThe purpose of this study is to identify information needs of university communi-
ty and find out the problems they encounter when they search OPAC of Sri Lankan 
university libraries. Attempts are also made to make proposals to upgrade the OPAC 
in university libraries in Sri Lanka. All the university libraries in Sri Lanka identified 
by UGC annual statistic report in year 2006 were considered as the population of this 
study. Although there are fifteen universities under UGC, only six university libraries 
indicate the availability of OPAC. Non probability purposive sampling method was 
applied for select the University of Colombo, Peradeniya, Sri Jayewardenepura, Mor-
atuwa, Ruhuna and Open University of Sri Lanka as sample. The structured question-
naires and face to face interviews were administered for 25 students, 10 academic staff 
members and 5 library administrative department heads (including librarian) from 
each university. 

650  $aOnline library catalogues-Research

650  $aOnline information services-Research

653  $aCatalouging 

653  $aOPAC

653  $aUniversity Libraries

653  $aSri Lanka

700  $aSatija, M.P.$cProf.$eSupervisor 

700  $aRanasinghe, P.$cProf.$eSupervisor 

710  $aUniversity of Kelaniya.$bDepartment of Library and Information Science



44

National Library & Documentation Services Board

Examples for Sinhala medium library materials

Example 1: Dissertation with a single supervisor 

041  $asin

082  $a371.102307205493$bරත්න$223

100  $ar;akj¾Ok" Ô'ta'iS'mS'

245  $a.=re isiq ixksfõokfha mj;sk .eg¨ ixúOdkd;aul wOHdmkh flfrys isÿlrk 

n,mEu ms<sno wOHhkhl /$cÔ'ta'iS'mS'r;akj¾Ok'

300  $aපි. 171 ;$cfi'ñ' 31+$em%Yakdj,S

502  $biudÔh úoHdm;s Wmdêh$cle,‚h úYajúoHd,h$d 2019$0FGS/M/2012/09

520  $aj¾;udk wOHdmk l%uh ksid Woa.;jk ikaksfõokfha mj;sk .eg¨  iDcqju ix-

úOdkd;aul  wOHdmkhg iDcqju n,mdhs'jhU m<df;ys mdie,a myla ksheÈh f,i 

f.k isÿl< fuu wOHhkh u.ska mdie, ;=< ukd ixksfõokhla mj;ajdf.k hdug 

kï m%N, NdId;aul Ndú;hla yd W.ekqï WmlrK Ndú; l< hq;= nj;a wkdjrKh 

lrf.k ;sfí'

650  $a.=re-isiq iïnkaO;d-m¾fhaIK-Y%S ,xldj

650  $amdie,a wOHdmkh-m¾fhaIK-Y%S ,xldj

653  $aikaksfõokh

700  $amshodi" frdayK ,laIauk$cuydpd¾h$eWmfoaYl

710  $ale,‚h úYajúoHd,h.$b ckikaksfõok wOHhkdxYh

Example 2: Dissertation with two supervisors

041  $asin

082 $a333.33507205493$bසිල්වා$223

100  $ais,ajd" ksuka;s

245  $aN+ñ mßyrKfhys § ld,Sk yd wjldYSh fjkialu ms<sno wOHhkhl/$cksuka;s 
is,ajd

300  $aපි. 154 ;$cfi'ñ. 31+$eis;shï

502  $bl,d පශp්d;a Wmdêh$cfld<U úYajúoHd,h$d2000$0MA/GEO/1999/20

520  $af,dalfha N=ñ mßfNdack rgdjka l%ñlj fjkiaù we;s w;r tksid .eg¨ /ila 

we;sù ;sfí'fijk., yd ;Ku,aú, m%dfoaYSh f,alï n, m%foaYh weiqßka fuu wOHkh 

isÿlr we;'

650  $abvï Ndú;h" .%dóh-m¾fhaIK-Y%S ,xldj

650  $abvï mßyrKh-m¾fhaIK-Y%S ,xldj

700  $aox.,a," tka'.$cuydpd¾h$eWmfoaYl

700  $achj¾Ok" tka'.$cuydpd¾h$eWmfoaYl

710  $afld<U úYajúoHd,h.$bN+f.da, úoHd wOHhkdxYh
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Examples for Tamil medium library materials
1. Thesis with one supervisor 

041  $aTam
082  $a371.10072$b,uhk$223
100  $a,uhkjh];> nghd;dd; 

245  $ngUe;Njhl;lg;Gw ghlrhiyfspy; Mrpupau; mku;j;JifAk; fy;tpapd; juhju-
j;jpy; mjd; nry;thf;Fk; : `l;ld; fy;tp tyaj;jpd; jkpo; nkhopg; ghlrhi-
yfis mbg;gilahff; nfhz;l Xu; Ma;T / $cnghd;dd; ,uhkjh]d;

300  $axvii, 379;$cr.kP. 30 $etpdhf; nfhj;J
502  $bKJjj;Jtkhzp$cnfhOk;Gg; gy;fiyf;fofk;$dM Phil/2010/T/1

520  $angUe;Njhl;lg;Gw ghlrhiyfspy; Mrpupau; mku;j;JifAk; fy;tpapd; juhju-
j;jpy; mjd; nry;thf;Fk; : `l;ld; fy;tp tyaj;jpd; jkpo; nkhopg; ghlrhi-
yfis mbg;gilahff; nfhz;l ,t; Ma;tpd; gb Mrpupau; mku;j;Jif 

 eilKiwfs;> ghlq;fSf;fhd Mrpupau; gw;whf;Fiw kw;Wk; Mrpupau; 
 Cf;Ftpg;Gf;fs; vd;gd njhlu;ghd KbTfs; ngwg;gl;Ls;sd 

650  $aMrpupau; tpidjpwd;-Ma;T
650  $atpidjpwd;kpf;f fw;gpj;jy;-Ma;T
653  $agzpf;fku;j;Jjy;
700  $afUzhepjp> ,.kh.$cNguhrpupau;$eNkw;ghu;itahsu;
710 $anfhOk;Gg; gy;fiyf;fofk;$bfy;tpg;gPlk;

2. Thesis with two supervisors 

041  $aTam
082  $a375.006072$b Qhdnu$223
100  $a Qhdnuj;jpdk;> fzgjpg;gps;is

245  $ 2007-Gjpa ghlj;jpl;l mwpKfj;jpd; gpd;du; kl;lf;fsg;G khtl;lj;jpd; 
f.ngh.j. (rh/j) guPl;ir miltpy; Vw;gl;l khw;wk; / $cfzgjpg;gps;is Qhd-
nuj;jpdk;

300  $axiv, 142 ;$c r.kP. 30$etpdhf; nfhj;J
502  $bKJjj;Jtkhzp$cfpof;Fg; gy;fiyf;fofk;
        $dEU/PGS/2011/M.Phil (EDU)/01

520 $a2007k; Mz;L mwpKfg;gLj;jg;gl;l Gjpa ghlj;jpl;lkhdJ ve;j tifapy; 
khztu;fspy; jhf;fj;;ij Vw;gLj;jpas;sJ vd;gij kl;lf;fsg;G khtl;lj;jpd; 
f.ngh.j (rh/j) guPl;ir vOjpa khztu;fis ikakhf itj;J ,t;tha;T 

 Nkw;nfhs;sg;gl;Ls;sJ. Ma;tpd; Kbtpd;gb khw;wk; Vw;gl;Ls;sjhf 
 fz;lwpag;gl;Ls;sJ

650  $aghltpjhd khw;wk;-Ma;T
653  $afiyj;jpl;lk;
700  $afUzhepjp> kh.$cNguhrpupau;$eNkw;ghu;itahsu;
710  $afpof;Fg; gy;fiyf;fofk;$fiy fyhrhug; gPlk;
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